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TO MRS. KIRKPATRICK

[Washington,] Thursday night, i3th January, 1825.
. . . . You must know society is now divided
into separate batallions as it were.1 Mrs. Adams col-
lected a large party and went one night [to the the-
atre], Mrs. Calhoun another, so- it was thought by our
friends that Mrs. Crawford should go too, to show our
strength. Last week I was in the city and the girls
wanted to go. Caroline and I got in the carriage after
dinner, and in one hour collected a party of 10 ladies
and above 20 gentlemen. I called at Mr. McCain's door,
sent for him, told him I was going with the Miss C.'s
and my girls. In a moment he said we should have as
many members and senators as we wanted, he and Mr.
Van Buren would muster them and take the box. With
a strong Crawford escort we went and passed so agree-
able'an evening that this week they wanted to go again
and the gentlemen said we must let them know in time
and they would display a stronger force. The company
last night agreed on it. So this morning the girls and I
went out to make our arrangements. When we got
there, the senate was sitting with closed doors. We
went for a member who took us in the library and sent
for Mr. Forsythe, Mr. McClane and some other of our
friends, where by the fire on a sopha we made up our
party and a very large one it is. As Mrs. Crawford for
18 months has never been out, scarcely left Mr. C. an

1 In Washington the chief candidates for the Presidency, all members of
the same cabinet, were Adams, Crawford and Calhoun. Clay also was a
candidate and Andrew Jackson was gathering a mighty following which was
not fully reckoned with by the leaders in Washington. Crawford was a
genial, charming man, and he captured Mrs. Smith completely. He was,
in reality, a mere wire-pulling politician without any real claim to the office
he sought.lhouse, of New Haven. His wife was Cornelia,
